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FROM THE EDITOR  ~ FEBRUARY 2017  

Broadband  

The information that has been recently distributed by Gigaclear and WODC can 

be found in Around The Region.  This is bad news for those villages affected.  

Several villages have already indicated that they will take action through their 

Village Chairman.  The logical person to contact is our local District Councillor.  

However a letter received from Robert Courts, our local MP, (resident of Bladon, 

Oxfordshire) says that he will be “following WODC's current procurement 

process closely” and that the WODC’s procurement process can be seen on:  

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/communities/broadband/ 

Potential Oxfordshire M ana gement Changes affectin g all of 
us ï One Oxfordshir e public survey  

There will be someone to talk to you in local Librar ies at the following times.  

Witney 13:00-15:30 26 Jan 2017 / Carterton  10.00-12.30 30 Jan 2017 / Burford  

16:30-19:00 21 Feb 2017.   

Details: http://www.oneoxfordshire.org/  Respond by 28
th
 February 2017. 

Advertising Person Needed  

After many years’ service, Gill Cox is retiring as the Parish Pump advertising 

manager.  This is a voluntary, expenses only, role.  The basic skills needed are a 

friendly manner, an ability to talk to people to ask for new adverts and to renew 

adverts, and to be able to use MS Word to update and create a list of each month’s 

advertisers.  Advertisers provide their own adverts, or I create them.  Please 

contact me or Gill if you are interested (contact info at the back of the PP).  

Table of Contents  

Sometimes people tell me “but I didn’t see that”, so I thought I would try 

introducing a TOC to highlight other sections of the magazine.  See below. 
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CHURCH NEWS  

Shill Valley and Broadshire Benefice Services  

February  -  March  

Sunday 5
th

 February  - Fourth Sunday before Lent 

9.00am Westwell Holy Communion Rev’d MacInnes 

9.00am Shilton Holy Communion Rev’d Young 

10.30am Alvescot St Peter’s Candlemas 

Family Service 

Rev’d MacInnes 

10.30am Kelmscott Family Communion Rev’d Young 

6.00pm Kencot Evensong Rev’d MacInnes 
    

Sunday 12
th

 February ï Third Sunday before Lent 

9.00am Broadwell Holy Communion Rev’d Young 

9.00am Holwell Holy Communion Rev’d McGrath 

10.30am Langford Family Service Rev’d Young 

11.00am Little Faringdon Matins Rev’d McGrath 

6,00pm Black Bourton Evensong Rev’d Blakey 

6.00pm Filkins Evensong Rev’d Young 
    

Sunday 19
th

 February ï Second Sunday before Lent 

9.00am Black Bourton Holy Communion Rev’d Canon 

Pierce  

9.00am Kencot Holy Communion Rev’d McGrath 

10.30am Alvescot Parish Communion Rev’d McGrath 

10.30am Filkins Family Communion Rev’d Young 

10.30am Shilton Parish Communion & 

Holy Baptism 

Rev’d MacInnes 

6.00pm Westwell Evensong Rev’d Young 
    

Sunday 26
th

 February ï Sunday Next before Lent 

9.00am Langford Holy Communion Rev’d MacInnes 

10.30am Alvescot Parish Communion Canon Meredith 

10.30am Broadwell Matins Rev’d MacInnes 
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11.00am Little Faringdon Parish Communion Rev’d Ross 

6.00pm Holwell Evensong Rev’d MacInnes 
    

Sunday 5
th

 March - First Sunday of Lent 

9.00am Westwell Holy Communion Rev’d Young 

9.00am Shilton Holy Communion Rev’d MacInnes 

10.30am Alvescot Parish Communion Rev’d MacInnes 

10.30am Filkins Parish Communion Rev’d Young 

10.30am Kelmscott Family Communion Rev’d Kettle 

6.00pm Kencot Evensong Rev’d MacInnes 
    

COTSWOLD HOME (Residents Only)  

Weds 8
th
 11.30am Holy Communion Rev’d MacInnes 

Weds 22
nd

 11.30am Holy Communion Rev’d MacInnes 

Lectionary  

February 

Sunday 5
th

 February - Fourth  Sunday before Lent (Green) 

Isaiah 58.1-9a[9b-

12] 

Psalm 112.1-

9 

1 Corinthians 

21.1-12[13-end 

Matthew 5.13-20 

Sunday 12th February ï Third Sunday before Lent (Green) 

Deuteronomy 

30.15-end 

Psalm 119.1-

8 

1 Corinthians 3.1-

9 

Matthew 5.21-37 

Sunday 19
th

 February ï Second Sunday before Lent (Green) 

Genesis 1.1-2-3 Psalm 136.1-

9, 23-end 

Romans 8.18-25 Matthew 6.25-

end 

Sunday 26
th

 February ï Sunday Next before Lent (Green) 

Exodus 24.12-end Psalm 2 2 Peter 1.16-end Matthew 17.1-9  
    

March  

Sunday 5
th

 March - First Sunday of Lent (Purple)  

Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 Psalm 32 Romans 5.12-19 Matthew 4.1-11 
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Regist ers  

Weddings 

Bride Groom Parish Date 

Suzanne Brown Ross Anderson Shilton 26
th
 November 

Zoe Viner Stuart Hicks Alvescot 10
th
 December 

Abbey Williams James Addison Alvescot 29
th
 December 

Sophie Whalley Elliott Ketcher Alvescot 31
st
 December 

Funerals 

Name Age Parish Date of 

Passing 

Service Date of 

service 

Michael 

Wilson 

67 Little 

Faringdo

n 

25
th
 October Funeral 

service and 

Cremation 

17
th
 

November 

Glennis 

Reynold

s 

85 Langford 17
th
 

November 

Funeral and 

Burial 

28
th
 

November 

Carol 

Chainey 

70 Shilton 8
th
 December Funeral and 

Burial 

19
th
 

December 

Andrew 

Bushell 

62 Langford 15
th
 

December 

Funeral and 

Burial 

30
th
 

December 

The Rectorôs Letter 

Someone said to me recently ‘If you think there is nothing wrong with the 

world, you'd better have a look at the tweets of Donald Trump’. We do 

have a world which is in a precarious state, and I suppose the question 

arises ‘is there nothing that we can do but worry?’ 

St Paul has an intriguing reply ‘Be anxious for nothing, but in every 

situation by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God’. For some, I have no doubt, that sounds like sheer 'pie in the sky’, 

being a pious head in the sand spiritual ostrich! And the 'with thanksgiving' 

makes it even more ridiculous.  

But there is something here which is vital. Thankful people make a 

difference. It was the somewhat cynical Disraeli who once said ‘I feel a 
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very unusual sensation – if it is not indigestion, I think it must be 

gratitude’. Sadly he is right that for many, it is an unusual sensation. There 

is a story that a visitor to Downing Street in the days of Churchill was just 

leaving the room when Winston checked him saying ‘Did you say 

something?’ ‘Er..no,’ said the visitor. ‘Oh I'm so sorry’ said Churchill ‘I 

thought you said 'thank you'!’ 

There is something very attractive and very healthy about a person who is 

constantly full of gratitude. And this country would almost certainly be a 

very much happier place if there were more of us who were overflowing in 

the same kind of way. 

But in a world which is shaken with political fears, economic crises, 

terrorist bombs, knife crime in the streets, inadequate resources in the 

hospitals, and natural disasters - it is easy to lose sight of any power for 

good in the Universe. 'How can there be a God whose love endures 

forever, when we look out on the world as it is?' says many a person.  

Fascinatingly it is exactly this problem which so often tormented the 

psalmists and prophets of old. Yet the prophet Habakuk, with his country 

facing imminent invasion cries out ‘Though the fig tree does not bud and 

there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields 

produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the 

stalls, yet I will rejoice in God my Saviour”.  

In spite of all the setbacks in life, in spite of all the problems that may 

come our way, I think all of us if we choose to, can find something that we 

can rejoice in and be thankful for.  

The Revôd Harry MacInnes  

Rector of the Shill Valley and Broadshire Benefice 

Shilton Baptist Chapel  

I hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year and if it’s not too late a 

very Happy and Blessed New Year to you all.  We spent Christmas at 

home but went to family before and after and went to Church each time.  

Consequently in the last four weeks I have been to four different Churches, 

none of them our Chapel in Shilton, and taken communion at each.  It’s 

been quite a variety and the congregation has ranged from about twenty to 

a thousand!  The most amazing was the Community Church in 
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Peterborough which has two services on a Sunday morning with a 

thousand attending each.  When they announced that we were having 

communion I thought we would be there for ages but it was all done in 

15minutes, a bit like a conveyor belt!  A total contrast was an Anglican 

church in Chester with about 70 people.  The vicar at the communion there 

asked our names and made us feel so much part of the church.  What was 

wonderful about all of them though was that whether I had ever been there 

before or not I felt at home and comfortable with the congregation – it 

really is the family of God.  More than that although the styles were very 

different everyone was worshipping Jesus and He was Lord of each of 

those places.  It was a great experience to be worshipping with different 

parts of the family of God knowing that I was part of that family too.  

Preachers for February  

Sunday 5
th
   Bob Hazell 

Sunday 12
th
   Vili Tava 

Sunday 19
th
   Andy Robinson 

Sunday 26
th
   Mike & Chris Barrett 

All  of our services are at 4pm and visitors are very welcome. 

Thank you to everyone who supported our December Soup Day – we lost 

count at about 65!  Donations came to £212.76 which we sent to Christian 

Aid for their work with refugees.  Our February Soup Day is on the 1
st
 – 

hope you get your Parish Pump in time, and the March Soup Day is on the 

1
st
 too. 

Thank you too to everyone who came to the Carols by the Pond, a 

surprisingly good number.  With the weather forecasters saying that Storm 

Barbara was going to hit us just at the time we were to meet we were a bit 

anxious, but although there was torrential rain in Swindon and in Witney at 

that time, in Shilton God gave us a little oasis of calm – no wind and no 

rain.  So it was a very blessed time for us all. 

Elizabeth Harfield ï 01993 843444 ï elizabeth.harfield@btopenworld.com  

Christian Fellowship  

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 1
st
 February at 3.00pm in the 

Methodist Church, Filkins.  This will be a business meeting.  There will be 
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no speaker.  Refreshments will be provided, and all are especially welcome 

in this festive season.   

Barbara Edwards ï 01367-860603  

What are the different types of service in the benefice?...  

A common question we are asked is what is the difference between all the 

different services in the Benefice. 

The main type of services we have in this benefice are communion 

services, where we celebrate communion (also known as: mass or 

Eucharist or the Lord’s Supper).  This is where we share together bread 

and wine which have been blessed by the minister and help us to remember 

and ‘share’ in the death of Jesus on the cross.  You can find out more in the 

Bible in several places including Matthew 26:17-35 and 1 Corinthians 

11:23-26.  As well as the communion, there will also be readings from the 

Bible, a sermon and various prayers.  Certain churches (Holwell, 

Broadwell, Westwell and Little Faringdon) use the traditional Elizabethan 

service known as the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), others use a modern 

service format.  There are several ‘flavours’ of communion.  At a Parish 

Communion you can expect hymns while at a Holy Communion there is 

normally no singing.  While the other flavours of communion have a 

traditional sermon, a Family Communion would have an interactive talk 

aimed at all ages, as well as hymns, less Bible readings and simpler words. 

After communion, the rest seems straightforward: Evensong is an evening 

service which does not have communion and is taken from the Book of 

Common Prayer (i.e. in Elizabethan English).  The main part of Evensong 

is a set service which consists of prayers and songs from the Bible 

(sometimes sung, sometimes read) and two main Bible readings.  There 

would also typically be three or four hymns and a sermon too.  Matins is a 

similar service, but it is the morning version.  We also sometimes have 

Family Services which are like Family Communions, but without the 

communion.   

When we have Baptisms (also known as Christenings), these are shown 

too.  

On top of this there are special services for Easter, Christmas, Carols, 

Christingles, Remembrance, Harvest, and many more occasions.  
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Sometimes we have also put APCMs in the service schedule which are 

like the AGMs for the church and on Sunday may start with a short 

service.   

WHATôS NEW AROUND THE VILLAGES  

Village Hall Contact Information  

I need to update this – please send contact information to me, so we can publish 

it on a regular monthly basis.   

 ALVESCOT 

St Peterôs 

St Peter's Church  Review  

Firstly a brief review of 2016 with its usual range of church services -those 

happening weekly  and other linked to special celebrations. Some with 

small numbers present - some with a many more in attendance.  

As with all village churches our attendance at celebrations and key services 

- Christingle, Christmas, Easter, Harvest and Remembrance is wonderful. 

Our linked services with St Peter's School also lead to a full church. 

We are always pleased to host the important 'Rites of Passage' events - 

baptisms, weddings and funerals for many villagers- and those linked with 

our village. It is again good to see our community church well used on 

these occasions. 

Also in the past year it has been wonderful to have  had meal celebrations, 

talks and other events held in this historic building belonging to the village. 

St Peter's church is there for everyone.  Each month it is cleaned, flowers 

arrangements are done, the churchyard is tidied and mown and the area 

around the church is tidied and maintained. A BIG THANKYOU to all 

those who willingly give time to do this.  We would be very happy to have 

any new volunteers so please contact us. 

December was as ever a special month with the usual Christmas services. 

The church was wonderfully decorated for the season and we were also 

delighted to host three very special Christmas weddings. 
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At St Peter's we are lucky to have some magnificent bells- plus some 

enthusiastic bell ringers- although more are needed. If you feel you would 

like to learn a new skill let us know - we can pass your details to the leader 

of our bell ringers (The Bell Captain). 

Looking forward 2017  

So now to 2017. As ever there will be regular services held in the church 

on Sundays.  Parish Pump gives details of these. We welcome those who 

can come regularly - and those who would like to come occasionally. We 

have services of different types within each month. 

To continue to run the existing church building and pay the associated 

costs requires a big sum from a small number of us.  If as a villager you 

would be prepared to contribute regularly towards these on-going costs in 

any way please let us know. 

In 2017 we will be continuing fundraising for the final stage of our Church 

building restoration project involving new heating and reordering of the 

church internally. This is entirely separate to the costs mentioned 

above.  This will involve a range of events- including a quiz, talks, a choral 

concert , a village supper and other events plus we hope success with 

national and local grant requests. 

Finally a big THANKYOU to all the Alvescot Pump deliverers - who each 

month distribute the PUMP to their respective areas of the village. PUMP 

relies on some donations each year (£5 per household suggested). Please 

give your support to our valued monthly village publication. Also any new 

people who are prepared to deliver - just let us know! 

With all good wishes for the year ahead. 

Tessa Farley ï tfarley@alvescot.demon.co.uk  

Jayne Lewin ï enquiries@burford-woodcraft.co.uk 

St Peterôs CE Infant School  

On behalf of the children, staff and governors of St Peter’s, I would like to 

wish you all a very Happy New Year and to thank everyone who supported 

the School during 2016.  

Just before Christmas we were delighted to receive notification from West 

Oxfordshire District Council that planning permission for our new 
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classroom has been granted as well as from the Department for Education 

giving approval to convert to a full primary school from September 2017. 

This means that St Peter’s  will begin its growth to a full primary from 

September 2017 and all current Year 2 children who wish to remain at St 

Peter’s are able to do so. 

This is wonderful news and we are now very excited about all that the year 

ahead holds and to working together to ensure the continued success of St 

Peter’s as a Primary School. 

At the end of November, our Christmas celebrations began with the 

Christmas Bazaar, which this year raised the wonderful total of £1,199. 

Thank you to everyone who supported this event and helped to raise such a 

marvellous sum. 

This year’s Christmas Nativity, ‘Hey Ewe, was enthralling. The children 

worked hard practising their parts and gave some wonderful performances. 

Thanks to all the staff who worked so hard with the children to give them 

this opportunity; rehearsing songs and lines and organising costumes- it 

truly was a great team effort. Also many thanks to Sue Morris, who once 

again played the piano for us. 

This year the children raised the grand total of £122 for ‘Children in Need’ 

by donating money to come to school wearing something spotty and from 

donations made at the Nativity. 

Reverend MacInnes led the Christingle service on the last Sunday of the 

term. This was well supported and a total of £117 was raised in aid of ‘The 

Children’s Society’. Thank you to all those who attended and for your 

donations, as well as to all the parents who helped to make the Christingles 

and Reggie Heyworth, at the Cotswold Wildlife Park, who donates the 

oranges every year. 

This year, the whole school visited Chipping Norton Theatre to see the 

pantomime of ‘Robinson Crusoe’. The children and staff thoroughly 

enjoyed the performance! 

Once again, we were delighted to accept an invitation from ‘The Plough’ 

for Christmas dinner. All the children and staff had a delicious traditional 

Christmas dinner followed by a visit from Father Christmas, who gave all 

the children gifts. We cannot thank the staff at The Plough enough for all 
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their hard work in making this such a special occasion, and, of course, 

Father Christmas himself, who was so kind to visit us at his busiest time of 

year! 

Photographs of all our Christmas activities can be seen in the photo gallery 

of the Children’s Pages on the school’s website at: www.st-peters-

inf.oxon.sch.uk  

On Sunday 5
th
 February there will be a Table Top Sale in Alvescot Village 

Hall following the Candlemas Service in Church at 10.30am. Doors will 

open from 11.30am to 1pm. This is a perfect opportunity to pick up a 

bargain or for a post-Christmas clear out and to make some money.  

Tables cost £6. If you would like any further information or to reserve a 

table please contact ann@familyrawlings.com  

Refreshments including hot drinks, cakes, hot snacks and kids lunch bags 

will be available to purchase. We hope to see you there! 

Sam King ~ Headteacher ï head.3550@st-peters-inf.oxon.sch.uk 

 BLACK BOURTON 

St Maryôs 

St Mary`s Christmas Trees  

The Parochial Church Council would like to thank everybody who donated 

towards the Christmas trees.  Once again the path to the Church looked 

bright and festive and we do appreciate your support.  Many thanks to 

Terry Pope for fetching them and arranging for them to be put up.  A big 

thank you to Jeanette Lanham and her Mum for being busy with the 

knitting needles and producing such wonderful characters to decorate the 

tree.  It was a beautiful nativity and the animals were lovely, I especially 

loved the camels. Tom Lanham always sponsors the indoor Christmas 

tree.  Many thanks Tom.  A Happy New Year to you all. 

Black Bourton Parish Council ~contact Lisa Thorn – lisathorn@live.co.uk  

Doreen Hart ï doreen.hart65@yahoo.co.uk 
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 BROADWELL  

St Peter & St Paulôs 

Church Flowers  ~  1st Jan – beginning of Lent: Nick Goodenough / Cat 

Burrell  

Church Heating  

The church has installed some new heaters, and much scratching of heads has 

taken place to set up the automated system for turning on the blue boxes 

sufficiently early to heat the church for services.  The automated system is now 

working well ~ but a special visit was made to check that it was working for our 

first wedding of the year.   

Thanks for all your help  

On a side note:  Many thanks to the people who keep our church and 

churchyard looking so nice, and to the people who give time and flowers to 

the displays in the church.  I know this is all voluntary, and it is much 

appreciated by both the villagers and other users of the church.     

1st  Wedding of 2017  

The first wedding in Broadwell this year took place on 14
th
 January, and 

the flowers in the church looked amazing.  It was a delight to see the 

wedding party arrive, and to see so many brightly dressed attendees.  I was 

also glad to see that no-one’s car got stuck in our field where the visitors 

were parking, though we do have lots of wellington boots for rescue duties.   

Nick Goodenough ï ed_15villages_parishpump@outlook.com 

News from Broadshires Pre -school   

Hopefully, by the time this issue of Parish Pump hits your 

doormat we will have had some snow for the children to 

play in. Love it or hate it, most of us can remember 

playing in it during our childhood, but some of the little 

ones at Pre-school will never have seen it deep and crisp 

and even. Sure, they have probably watched the film 

"Frozen", and some even know the "Frozen" songs off by heart. They'll 

have seen it on television and listened to stories read to them about making 
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snowmen, and lying in the snow to make snow "angels", but it's not the 

same as experiencing it for real. Come on snow!!! 

While we wait for snow, we have been experimenting with ice frozen into 

different sized containers, observing them to see how long they take to 

melt. Some ice shapes were placed outside in the cold and some left 

indoors to see which would last longest. The children made suggestions 

about how to keep the inside ones cold, so we tried white material, bubble 

wrap and cling- film, and kept checking them to see if those ideas worked. 

The children guessed that the outside ones would last longest, and they did 

....… even though it was raining! If we get another cold spell we're 

planning to make ice baubles by leaving water and sequins and hanging 

loops outside in paint palettes to freeze overnight. Then, in the morning, 

the children will be able to hang their baubles on bushes near the front 

door. Good fun, science and art combined! 

If you would like more information about our Pre-school, or would like to 

arrange a visit, please contact Jackie Overton on 01367 860729. 

Jackie Overton Supervisor ï jackie@broadshires-preschool.org.uk 

 FILKINS & BROUGHTON POGGS  

St Peterôs 

Church Flowers  

February   4th and 11
th
 – Freda Shrouder 

February   18th and. 25
th
 – Fiona Cowburn 
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The Old Station Nursery  

We have now returned to our “normal” nursery life after a 

very busy Christmas term. Our outdoor Christingle service 

was a great success with the children helping Rev Karen 

Young explain the meaning of Christingle and singing “Away In A 

Manger” whilst holding their Christingles. We ended the proceedings with 

a rousing chorus of “Show me the way to shine for Jesus!”.  All the 

children decorated a glass lantern and paraded carefully with their glowing 

tealights. A huge thank you goes out to over 80 parents, friends and 

relatives who came to celebrate with us and joined us afterwards for a glass 

of mulled wine. We also enjoyed a Christmas party at the end of term with 

traditional games and a visit from Father Christmas. 

Our new children are settling quickly into the nursery routine and our 

topics have included our favourite stories, Winter activities on frosty days 

and we also continue to follow the children’s own interests. We are 

looking forward to making pancakes and having our annual races on the 

paddock.  

Our half-term Holiday Club is running from Monday 13th February-Friday 

17th February. We welcome all children aged 2-8 years. Please ring to find 

out our planned activities during the week.   

Louise Jenkins ~ Nursery Manager, Filkins Nursery ~ 01367 860594 

www.theoldstationnursery.co.uk / Filkins@theoldstationnursery.co.uk 

New!  Ballroom Dancing in Filkins Hall on Wednesdays  

Strictly speaking (!), it’s exciting news that the Thames School of Dancing 

has started ballroom and Latin dance classes on our doorstep in the Filkins 

Village Hall on Wednesday evenings. The classes at two different levels – 

‘intermediate’ or ‘improvers’ with minimal dancing experience – take 

place in the hall each Wednesday (except for the third Wednesday of the 

month). So the dance classes in Filkins in February are on the 1
st
, 8

th
 and 

22
nd
. For ‘beginners’ with no dancing experience, classes are also offered 

each Wednesday evening in February down the road in the Lechlade 

Pavilion. 

So put on your happy feet and head to the Filkins Village Hall or the 

Lechlade Pavilion at the specified times on Wednesdays to get dancing to a 
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wide variety of music. Wondering whether to dance or not? Please just 

stop by and enjoy the music! 

¶ Filkins Village Hall GL7 3JJ: ‘Intermediate’ 7.00-8.00pm, ‘Improvers’ 

8.00-9.00pm. But no class on the third Wednesday of the month. For more 

information, contact Simon Paul 01367 253633. 

¶ Lechlade Pavilion GL7 3AY: ‘Beginners’ 8.00-9.00pm. For more 

information, contact Joanne Edwards 01793 325341. 

Barbara Browne ï johnsonbrowne@hotmail.co.uk 

Swinford Museum  

First and foremost I must say a big ‘thank you’ to all who came along to 

see our two evenings to celebrate 85 years of the museum.  We have had 

many kind comments and I am so glad you enjoyed hearing 

about how our village has evolved.  

Thanks must go to Jane who agreed quite 

a few months ago to ‘help me out’ little 

knowing that meant cooking and peeling 

8 dozen eggs!!  I think our many trips to 

Lynwood in Lechlade to discuss details was well worth it. Thanks to the 

family for their forbearance over the weeks leading up to the events and for 

their involvement in working the bar, washing up, acting, dressing up etc 

etc.  Richard did a superb job of comparing the evening and, as usual, kept 

things going.  Martin and Lesley treated us to some fabulous dances from 

the 40s and 50s, sadly not on the second evening though.  The theatre club 

was portrayed by Jeremy, Theresa and Sue which was much appreciated.  

Tasks such as audacity, movie maker, editing etc etc were alien to me 

before the script was accomplished but Chris Stoneham helped me put it all 

together although I often thought of the saying ‘teaching old dogs new 

tricks! 

The fabulous figure of £1,000 was raised which will at last enable us to 

erect the newly carved lintel above the museum door and to pay the rent on 

the office.  

mailto:johnsonbrowne@hotmail.co.uk
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Museum reopen ing date  

The Museum will open its doors on Sunday 7
th
 May for the new season. 

The exhibitions this year will tell the story of the industrial site at 

Broughton Poggs and how time was spent sewing in the Victorian age. 

Museum fund -raising  

We are having a BRIC A BRAC and HOUSEHOLD SALE on Saturday 4
th
 

March in the Village Hall from 10.00 am to 12.00 so please put the date in 

the diary and do come along and buy the bargains. 

Diane Blackett ï 01367-860504 

 HOLWELL 

St Maryôs 

John Heyworth Commemorative Gates  

Holwell hailed the start of 2017 with the installation of new gates for the 

Church, given in commemoration of John Heyworth.  

Long serving Church warden, he did so much not only for the village but 

also, of course, in the surrounding area and its whole community, with the 

establishment and development of the 

Wildlife Park.  

Various ideas for replacing the aging 

church gates had been discussed 

without coming to a conclusion 

though there was a general feeling that 

the gates should be of oak, and then, 

talking about it, a suggestion came 

from a young man, born and bred 

hereabouts and now working on the 

estate, Tom (son of Paul Godfrey, gamekeeper to John Heyworth still there 

today).   

At school, Tom had always liked and been interested in woodwork, so he 

thought he would have a try at designing the gates, and incorporated the 

Celtic Cross on the roof of the church in his design.   
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The Cotswold Wildlife Park decided the gates would be a fitting memorial 

to John, and there was, too, the added bonus that they would be made by 

Elmtree Joinery of Milton under Wychwood, the family firm of Denis 

Wilkes who did so much at Bradwell Grove, including restoration of the 

roof of the house as well as work for the Park.  

The village is proud of the church's new gates, commemorating a loved 

and admirable man, and I feel John would surely have approved that they 

are so much part of this microcosm of England.   

Super Slow Broadband Fiasco  

After two and half years of planning and the commencement of some 

infrastructure work, our much heralded Super Fast fibre broadband is not 

coming after all.  It seems that he partnership between Cotswold 

Broadband and ITS collapsed resulting in an abandonment of the entire 

project.  The council tell us that they are now in charge and a new 

procurement and planning process is starting from scratch.   

At a joint meeting between Holwell and Westwell on Saturday 14th, the 

mood amongst residents was, well … sceptical is a polite way of putting 

it.  We wearily await developments. 

Corinna Rock ï corinnarock@rocket.mail  

 KELMSCOTT 

St Georgeôs 

Church Brass and Flowers   –  Emma Horner 

Carol Service  

St George's Church looked wonderful for the Carol Service before 

Christmas.  Thank you to Jake Nelson for lighting the outside so 

beautifully and thank you to all the readers and musicians who took part at 

the very well attended candlelit service to make it such a special 

evening.  £150.00 was raised for Douglas House, Oxford. 
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Kelmscot t  Allotment Society  

Start the New Year with a resolution to grow your own food.  You don't 

have to be an expert gardener, you just need a little time and commitment.  

We have two plots available to people living in Kelmscott or adjoining 

villages.  

If you are interested please phone Sue 01367 252712. email 

sue@ploughview.co.uk 

Ellie Maughan ï cmaughan@supanet.com  

 KENCOT 

St Georgeôs 

Chur ch Flowers  – February Susan Portergill  

Coffee Mornings  

The next coffee mornings are on THURSDAY 2nd February and 

2nd March between 10.45 to 12 in the Village Hall - all welcome.  Please 

note the change of day.  

Church Services  

The January church rota in the Parish Pump shows Kencot with two 

services on 29th January. There will only be one service at 10.30am. 

Christmas Church Collections  

The collection at the joint Carol Service with Broadwell was £350 which 

was for Sobell House Hospice.   

On Christmas Day the collection was £250 which was donated to Helen 

and Douglas House. 

Carol Singing  

Carol Singing took place around Kencot on 20
th
 December.  Fourteen 

people turned out to sing at houses around the village ending up in the 

Village Hall for refreshments and further singing accompanied by 

ukuleles!  A total of £416 was collected for Sobell House Hospice.  Thank 

you to Andrew Auger, who provided the music, and to all those who made 

donations and sang.  

mailto:sue@ploughview.co.uk
mailto:sue@ploughview.co.uk
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Gill Cox gill.e.cox@talk21.com 

Kencot Christmas Concert 20 16  

The 2016 Kencot Christmas Concert held in Kencot Church was a great 

success. The newly formed Kencot Singers made a superb sound, raising 

the roof with their carols, accompanied by the Kencot and District Ukulele 

Group and the Kencot Recorder Ensemble, conducted by Pam Smith. 

Individual items by local duo 'Junc' and the Kencot Recorder Ensemble 

were well received by the audience, and the audience themselves were in 

good voice when, accompanied by the Ukulele group, they sang The 

Gloucestershire Wassail, While Shepherds Watched (to the tune of Ilkley 

Moor Baht 'at), In Dulce Jubilo and What Child is This (to the tune of 

Greensleeves) 

There was mulled wine and mince pies in the interval, during which many 

audience members came to look at the recorders which range from descant 

to Contra-bass.  After the concert, everyone walked round to the village 

hall – their way lit by Christmas lights set out by the owners of the houses 

en route.  Festive food and drink was served, and the Kencot Ukes led 

everyone in some rousing Christmas songs! 

Over £200.00 was raised for the church funds.   Jay Mathews 01367 

860869 

Thank you to Jay and all involved for a very enjoyable evening. Surprising 

what a small village can achieve! Gill Cox 

Forthcoming Events   

Kencot and District Ukulele group meets on the first and third Thursday 

evening each month.  Each session is £2.00 per person.  All welcome.  The 

first session for the Spring term is on Thursday February 2
nd

 in the Kencot 

Hall from 7.30 - 9.00pm.   

Want to learn? We are starting a beginners group on the same nights 

starting at 7.00pm. You will be welcome to stay on for the main session 

afterwards.  Contact Hilary (01367 860030) or Jay (01367 860869) if you 

are interested.  We have some ukuleles we can lend out to people.  All  

music is provided. 
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Other music opportunities in 2017  

Kencot and District Singers: 

The Singers start up again after Easter, meeting every two weeks on 

Saturday mornings, starting on Sat 22
nd

 April 10.00am – 11.30am (don't 

worry if you can't make the first one - just let Jay know).  Music reading 

not essential! 

We will be working towards an informal Summer Concert in July.  

Back to the Recorder: 

We would be willing to start up some Informal lessons for beginner and 

'rusty' recorder playing adults if anyone is interested! Contact Hilary 

(hilary@burytown15.co.uk) Jay Mathews 

Gill Cox gill.e.cox@talk21.com 

 LANGFORD 

St Matthewôs 

Church Cleaning Rota :  February – Anne Hichens 

If you are able to help with flower arranging or cleaning please do not 

hesitate to contact either Anne for cleaning or Doreen for the flower rota.   

St Matthew's Church   

£402 was raised over the two nights of Carol Singing in December. Thank 

you to all the Carol Singers who braved the rain and cold and sang heartily 

in spite of their colds and sore throats. For the provision of the 

refreshments which were hugely welcomed:  Hilary and John Dudley, Jim 

and Cyndi Johnston, Bo and Jonny Potter, David Freeman, Sarah and 

Mark Templeton, and most of all to everyone who supported us with the 

donations.  We are going to use some of this to buy new hymn books as 

ours are very much out of date.  

Thank you to Christine Apperley for organising and leading the 

Candlelight Carols service, ï the Service was a huge success with over 

ninety people in the congregation taking part.  

Thanks also go to the bell ringers for their Christmas Eve ringing, it was 

great to have some of our long standing tower members take part in spite 
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of one or two feeling so poorly. We are so lucky to have the bells which so 

many churches don't and it always makes it that special occasion.   

From the church wardens ï Denise Kemp & Anne Hichens.  

Village Hall  events  

Village Hall Booking enquires to Janet Hobbs on 01367 860509   

Bingo  

Thank you to everyone who donated, helped on the night and who came to 

play, we thought last year’s was great but this raised even more, a massive 

£550.   

We have been asked to do another Bingo again on the 24
th
 November, so if 

you have any unwanted presents they will be very welcome for our raffle 

or prizes.  

Jumble Sale  

Our annual Jumble sale will be held on 18
th
 March, so come please save 

your items when you are spring cleaning, more details to follow in March's 

issue.  

Craft Fayre  

A very successful Craft Fayre and raffle held on 

4th December was just one of the fundraising 

events organised and many buyers came from as 

far away as Swindon, Faringdon and more locally 

Filkins to indulge in a little Christmas shopping 

from a wide variety of stalls.  We will be 

organising another one on Sunday 3
rd

 December, so for those who missed 

this last one please put this date in your diary. 

Thank you from the Village Hall Committee.   

Christine Tinson ï Tel 01367-860514 

The Parish Council  

A tribute to Andrew Bushell  

We were all shocked and saddened by the death of Andrew Bushell in 

December. Andrew was a brilliant parish councillor – a complete stalwart. 

He brought an enthusiasm and get-up-and –go attitude to the council that 
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was invigorating for all of us. Over the many years he was a councillor he 

gave up huge amounts of time to do work around the village. The village 

Christmas tree, for example, was entirely his idea and he and Ginny were 

the driving force behind quickly establishing the tree as a Langford 

tradition.  The council is going to miss his energy badly, and I and the 

other councillors will miss his friendship and generous spirit. 

Working parties  

As I have mentioned before we are aiming to set up regular working 

parties to do some maintenance work around the village (now that local 

councils have less funding to do these things). 

Thank you very much to people who helped with raking leaves in the 

churchyard at the end of January. Two more working parties planned: 

Saturday March 4: some more work in the churchyard to get things ready 

for spring and summer 

Please meet at the churchyard from 9.30am  

Sunday April 2: Village litter pick 

Please meet at the Village Hall at 9.30 

Councillor co -option  

Sadly the Parish Council is now looking to co-opt another councillor. If 

you are interested in putting your name forward do please have a word 

with me or another parish councillor by the end of February. 

Richard Kemp, Chairman, Parish Council 

Our Village Charity  

Not everyone will know much about the Langford Charity, indeed some of 

you may never have heard of it. 

The Langford Charity was formed from a number of small historic 

charities in the village, some of them dating back centuries. To make 

things more practical these charities were combined into the single 

Langford Charity in 1993. The charity is overseen by a board of four 

trustees who all live in the village. 

The charity owns and manages the village allotments on the Broughton 

Poggs Road, and its limited income comes almost entirely from the 
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allotment annual rents. Over the years the charity has accumulated a 

modest capital sum. 

If I am making it sound low key then in terms of the money involved that 

would be true. However, the trustees do want to publicise the charity more 

widely so that Langford people can apply for grants for things which fall 

within the charity’s purpose. 

The purpose of the charity is to offer financial support, where there is a 

clear need, to individuals or families who are resident in Langford, or who 

have a strong and continuing connection with the village. 

The trustees are able to consider offering modest financial support where 

the applicant individual or family can show hardship in relation to one or 

more of the needs outlined below: 

¶ Medical conditions 

¶ Special educational needs 

¶ Training opportunities to gain employment 

¶ Situations where financial support would alleviate significant 

hardship 

If you want to apply for a grant, or to talk through the possibility of a grant, 

do please speak with any of the trustees, or email us at 

langfordcharity@gmail.com. My fellow trustees are Derek Lafford, Mark 

Harris and Michael Schultz. 

Richard Kemp, Chairman of the Trustees 

Village Allotments  

There are some unallocated allotments at the moment and so if you are 

interested in taking up an allotment please have a word with the Allotments 

manager, Andrew Clemons (clemmy10@googlemail.com). 

More information about the allotments, including the newly agreed 

guidelines and regulations for allotment holders can be viewed on the 

village website www.langfordgl7.co.uk 

Attention Dog Walkers  

It has been remarked by many parishioners that dogs have been seen 

fouling and wetting on the graves and pathways.  We would like to remind 

mailto:clemmy10@googlemail.com
http://www.langfordgl7.co.uk/
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everyone that the churchyard is holy consecrated ground and that while we 

like to see dogs and their owners cross through the churchyard it is not 

really a place for regular dog walking. We would like to request all 

parishioners to please keep their dogs on a lead in the churchyard and to 

discourage them from roaming free over the graves and pathways. 

Thank you from the Parochial Parish Council. 

St. Christopherôs CE Primary, Langford 

Happy New Year from St. Christopher’s and we do hope you enjoyed a 

restful and blessed Christmas! 

As you can imagine the run up to Christmas at St. Christopher’s, as with 

any other primary school, was extremely busy and tiring, but at the same 

time very enjoyable and rewarding.   

The school’s amazing Christmas Fair was a roaring success.  For the last 

couple of years our oldest children, year 5 and 6, have taken part in an 

enterprise project; the culmination being them selling their products or 

services at the fair.  Both year groups did a great job, once again, and 

turned a very nice profit; even after paying back their seed money to their 

benevolent investor.  They will use the money later in the year to fund a 

treat trip.   

The following day saw the village and school joint Christingle service at 

St. Matthews’s church led by the Reverend Karen Young.  What a lovely 

hands-on, energetic and inviting service it was; I know the children 

thoroughly enjoyed the service. 

The younger children in reception, year one and two had for sometime 

been preparing and practising this year’s Nativity – “The Midwife’s 

Crisis”.  They had the opportunity to “perform” it to a jam-packed hall of 

parents and grandparents.  We were all so proud of what the youngest 

children managed to achieve.  It was clear, loud, beautifully sung and 

included some humorous moments; with not a script in sight.  It was hard 

to believe that some of the children were still only four years old! 

Whilst we love using St. Matthew’s Church, it unfortunately cannot 

accommodate all our children and parents at the same time, so we held this 

year’s Carol service at the school.  Having wrapped up warm, we 
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decamped outside and were treated to a very special act of worship 

combining readings, beautiful singing and instrumental pieces.  

St. Christopher’s would once again like to say a big thank you to Little 

Faringdon for supporting the school through their generous donation 

following their annual Firework display.  The support we receive from our 

local community is always appreciated. 

We have only been back a week, but the children have quickly settled 

down to their learning and we are looking forward to a productive term. 

Shaw Goodwin, Head Teacher 

 LITTLE FARINGDON  

St Margaretôs 

Church Flowers  ï February, Melanie Poole; no flowers during Lent 

Melanie Poole ï melanie@melaniesearby.com 

Special St Margaretôs Day Service on 26th  February  

We are now back to our normal second and fourth Sunday cycle of church 

services.  Please note this month’s special service celebrating St 

Margaret’s Day! 

12 th  February at 11.00am ï Matins  

26 th  February at 11.00am ï St Margaretôs Day service 

This celebration of our village church’s patron saint, St Margaret of 

England, will be the first of our church’s four special services in 2017. The 

Little Faringdon church was dedicated to St Margaret in the Millennium 

year 2000. Please do come along and learn about the life of this Cistercian 

nun, who was related to St Thomas Beckett and whose tomb in France 

became a pilgrimage site. 

Rupert de Mauley 

Carol Service Filled with Music, Singing & Sleigh Bells  

While we’re now well into 2017, the memories of our village’s candlelit 

carol service last December still sparkle with the sounds of singing, 

warmth of good cheer and ringing of bells. Our organist Geoff Holmes 
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again brought along his merry band of Lechlade music-makers, including 

instrumentalists and a choral group. They treated us to carols like ‘A Starry 

Night’ and ‘What Child Is This?’, with the enthusiastic congregation in full 

voice on many more. We were also pleased to welcome back bass Gerry 

Shields to sing ‘Do You Hear What I Hear?’, and the Rev’d Canon Ron 

Lloyd delighted us with his musical Welsh accent and gracious smile. 

We’re especially grateful to our youngest reader, Edward Eavis, and his 

sister Lucy, who helped hand out sleigh bells for the villagers and visitors 

to ring while singing ‘Winter Wonderland’! Many thanks go out to 

everyone who helped and participated in the carol service, as well as to 

those who provided mince pies and refreshments for the post-service 

gathering. And we mustn’t forget all the energetic souls who joined forces 

to clean the church beforehand! 

Barbara Browne ï johnsonbrowne@hotmail.co.uk 

 SHILTON  

Holy Rood 

Advance notice of events  

 Here we are again, another new year and another list of things to look 

forward to in Shilton village in the coming twelve months. For your 

diaries, the events and dates we agreed at our recent Old School 

Management Committee meeting are as follows:  

¶ Egg rolling/Easter tea – Saturday 15th April  

¶ Open Gardens – Sunday 11th June  

¶ BBQ – Saturday 29th July.  

¶ Possibly a dog show in September, if someone is willing to 

organise.  

¶ Harvest service and lunch – Sunday 1st October  

¶ Halloween – Saturday 28th October  

¶ Coffee morning/Bring & Buy – Saturday 4th November  

¶ Carol service & supper – Sunday 17th December  

Other ideas for fundraisers, and offers to organise them, gratefully 

received. The Old School is available for anyone who would like to use it. 

mailto:johnsonbrowne@hotmail.co.uk
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Shirley Cuthbertson sjcuthbertson@btinternet.com  

Christmas in Shilt on  

As always we had a good Christmas in Shilton and the PCC join me in 

thanking everyone involved in the preparations for our Carol Service and 

Supper.  Firstly many thanks to Reverend Martin Down for coming from 

Witney to take the service and for encouraging the children to sing "Away 

in a Manger" after Baby Jesus had been blessed.  Thank you to Donald for 

being so dedicated in playing the organ and also to the great team of ladies 

for decorating the church.  I received several remarks of appreciation for 

the floodlighting of the church and now the church corner of Church Lane 

seems very dismal without it so thank you Derek for doing that job out in 

the cold and wet. The advertised "light supper" following the Carol Service 

turned into a feast due to the generosity of all the wonderful Shilton cooks 

- thank you. 

We celebrated the birthday of Jesus on Christmas morning with Harry 

leading our Communion Service.  We had a good number in the 

congregation and it was especially nice that members of Harry's family 

joined us with the youngsters ringing the bells. 

Not only was the church lit up but Guy did a magnificent job in erecting a 

huge tree in the pond with what seemed like hundreds of lights.  Sadly, for 

the first year ever I was not able to attend the Carols by the Pond but I 

understand it was a magical evening put on by our friends from the Chapel. 

Our village festivities were rounded off with a full church of party goers on 

New Year's Eve when we rang out 2016 and welcomed 2017. 

Now for my annual plea - if anyone would care to join our team of church 

cleaners and flower arrangers I would love to hear from you!  New rotas 

will have to be put together in March.  Do give me a ring (01993 841194) 

or email me if you are interested in helping. 

Best wishes to you all for a Happy and Peaceful 2017. 

Jean Roberts - jean.roberts2@btinternet.com 

BRADWELL VILLAGE NEWS  

Ed Scott ï bradwellsec@gmail.com 
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 WESTWELL 

St Maryôs 

Parklife  

I’m sure you have noticed various changes to the Estate landscape over the 

past 2-3 years. From a fairly intensively-run arable farm, it is gradually 

mutating into a somewhat different setting. Apart from repairs to the dry-

stonewalls, new post-and-rail fencing and the introduction of the equestrian 

features of wooden jumps and obstacles, there has been much new planting 

and other enhancements to the landscape.  

The first major project undertaken was the clearance of several acres of 

mature softwoods in Punchbowl and Westwell Copse. The resulting timber 

was sent for biomass fuel and 7,000 mixed hardwood saplings have been 

planted in their place. These include: Beech, Spotted Oak (quercus 

shumardii), English Oak (quercus robur), Willow (salix alba chermensina 

& salix alba pentandra), Hazel, Silver Birch, Lime, Field Maple and Red 

Maple (acer freemanii) and a, hopefully disease-resistant, species of Elm 

from Holland (ulmus lobel). 

Some of the open fields have been planted with stands of semi-mature trees 

to create a visual statement in the landscape. Much of the grassland has 

been under planted with red clover to improve soil structure, fertility and 

grazing for sheep. And the resultant mass-flowering last August provided a 

welcome bounty for at least one village beekeeper.  

Approximately 3,600 metres of new hedging has been planted with native 

species such as hazel, beech, dogwood, blackthorn (prunus spinosa) and 

dog-rose. There is also an ongoing programme of hedge-laying to 

regenerate and improve the hedgerows. There are plans to sow the field 

margins and headlands with seed mixes to benefit birds and insects and 

increase bio-diversity. 

Old barbed-wire is slowly being taken out, and that scourge of the British 

countryside, the abandoned pheasant pen, with its unsightly medley of 

tangled chicken-wire, rusty corrugated tin and plastic containers, are being 

consigned to history.  
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Some of this will take years to come to fruition and will only be fully 

appreciated by the next generation, but it is interesting to observe what can 

be achieved in a relatively short timeframe. 

 (Many thanks to Marcus Wilden for providing the above information). 

Christmas Decorations  

Thank you to all those who decorated the Church so beautifully for 

Christmas. Several visitors remarked how well the floral arrangements and 

Christmas Tree looked. And some are still going strong nearly a month 

later, preserved in our chilly Church. And thanks in advance to all those 

who have volunteered for the Church cleaning and flower rota in 2017, 

painstakingly devised by Denzil.  

Moray Angus (moray@ebla.co.uk) 

AROUND THE REGION  

Burford School  

Burford School has been selected as one of only twelve 

schools to appear in the Parliamentary Review of 

Secondary Education currently being undertaken by the 

Chancellor, Philip Hammond and the Labour Party 

representative on the Education Select Committee, Stephen 

Timms.  Our outstanding results, which have put us in the 

top 10% of all schools nationally, have obviously been a contributory 

factor in our selection and we are delighted to have been invited to take 

part in a review aimed at highlighting best practice in education. It clearly 

recognises the enormous effort that our students and staff, supported by 

enthusiastic and supportive parents, put in to ensure our year-on-year 

success.  The report will come out in the autumn.  

óOliver! - Tuesday 28 March ï Saturday 1 April 2017  
There’s plenty of hard work and commitment being shown by both 

students and staff for our forthcoming production of Oliver!  We are very 

excited to be staging this particular musical as it has allowed a large 

number of our younger students to get involved and it’s been lovely to see 

their confidence grow as rehearsals have progressed. Tickets are on sale 

now at £10(adults) or £8(Students/Concessions) for evening performances 
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and just £6 for Saturday afternoon’s matinee.  They are available from Mrs 

Andrew on 01993 823303 sand1948@burford.oxon.sch.uk.  Performances 

start at 7.00pm (2.00pm for the matinee) so do come along and enjoy the 

show.  The Burford Musicals are always excellent events, produced to a 

very high standard. 

Sixth Form update  

Interest in our Sixth Form has been very high this year with an exceptional 

number of attendees from other educational institutions at our Open 

Evening in early December.  We also had a number of students from Year 

10 getting an early feel for what the school can offer them post 16 – an 

excellent plan since the autumn of Year 11 is always so busy with GCSE 

mocks.  With 31 subjects available to students in the Sixth Form there 

really are choices to be explored and decisions to be made – both of which 

require time and consideration. 

Business is booming  

Our two Young Enterprise groups continue to go from strength to strength, 

feeling their way along the steep learning curve from selecting a business 

idea back in October to winding up their company and looking at profit 

and loss just after Easter.  It was lovely to see them out promoting their 

wares at the Burford Christmas Lights.  They will be presenting a short 

report on their experiences at our next Burford Business Breakfast.  Do get 

in touch with Mrs S Reeve – s.reeve@burford.oxonsch.uk - if you would 

like to come along. 

Sarah Duckworth ï Press & Publicity Officer ï www.burford.oxon.sch.uk 
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Broadband news  

Many of you will have received the items below, but for those not on the 

Gigaclear or WODC mailing lists, they are reprinted below.  I think the 

note in Holwell Village section sums it up neatly.  

Gigaclear standard letter to those who signed up:  9
th

 January 2017 

Important announcement about Cotswolds Broadband/West Oxfordshire District Council 

ProjectWe are writing to update you about an important change to the future provision of 

superfast broadband in your area.   

As you know, in 2015 Cotswolds Broadband received backing to deliver superfast 

broadband in West Oxfordshire. However, due to the termination of the contract with ITS 

for the network build we have had to make the difficult decision to withdraw from the 

project. 

West Oxfordshire District Council and BDUK, the Government body that is delivering 

superfast broadband across the country, are determined to ensure superfast broadband 

coverage is available throughout the entire district as soon as possible and both confirm 

that the public-sector funding remains available to make this happen. 

So, what does this mean for you?  For the time being, you don’t need to do anything.  As 

you have already registered your interest in connecting to the network, your details will 

continue to be kept securely.  We’ll keep you updated as the project progresses and we’ll 

let you know as soon as information about the new roll-out programme is made available. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns, you can contact us by phone on 

01865 591138 or by email info@cotswoldsbroadband.co.uk. You can keep up to date with 

the West Oxfordshire District Council’s progress by registering for updates at 

www.westoxon.gov.uk/broadband. 

Yours sincerely, Cotswolds BroadbandWODC Press Release:  12
th
 January 

2017 

West Oxfordshire Superfast Broadband Delivery 

West Oxfordshire District Council is preparing to take on the lead role of delivering 

superfast broadband to the remaining 10 per cent of properties within its district, ensuring 

access for those in the most rural areas and the ones generally regarded as not being 

commercially viable. 

This follows an announcement by Cotswolds Broadband and its supplier, ITS Technology 

Group, that they are withdrawing from the rollout following issues experienced with the 

network build.  

Cotswolds Broadband had intended to provide superfast broadband coverage for all 

premises not already covered. They will not continue with an alternative project. 
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West Oxfordshire District Council and BDUK are determined to ensure superfast 

broadband coverage is available throughout the entire district as soon as possible and both 

confirm that public sector funding remains available to make this happen. 

The District Council is commencing a new project immediately.  This will start with a 

formal Open Market Review (OMR) followed by public consultation to determine, with 

as much accuracy as possible, which premises need connections. The Council will then 

procure a new supplier.  It is estimated that this process could take in the region of six 

months with the build starting three months after that. 

Cllr Colin Dingwall, Cabinet Member for Broadband at West Oxfordshire District 

Council, said: “It is very disappointing that Cotswolds Broadband’s project failed after so 

much hard work. The delay for residents is really frustrating. 

 “Taking on the procurement process ourselves demonstrates that we are absolutely 

committed to securing superfast broadband access for everyone in the district as soon as 

possible.  

 “We are working very closely with BDUK on the new project and are confident that it 

can be delivered successfully.” 

Whilst the broadband project procurement and delivery phase is taking place, those 

individuals and businesses with little or no connectivity (under 2Mbps) can apply for a 

subsidised basic service through the Government’s Better Broadband Scheme.  More 

information, including an application form, is on the Better Broadband for 

Oxfordshire website. 

Bob's Book  Warren  

You are warmly invited to the launch of 'Bob's Book Warren' at the Trout 

Inn, Lechlade on Saturday 18th February 2017. 7.30p.m. There will be a 

two course meal of beef bourgignon or vegetable bourgignon, followed by 

apple crumble and custard .  Book your places in advance (we need 

numbers for the meal). 

Who's bright idea was this?  

It was one of Bob's ideas to hold regular book and writing evenings at the 

Trout.  

In honour of him, Arts In Lechlade have planned a year of monthly events 

and workshops celebrating all things bookish throughout 2017. 

What's It All About?  

Books and Stuff Sat 18th February 2017  

The evening will start with a two course meal, (vegetarian option 

available). 
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There will be after dinner entertainment from members of the Lechlade 

Players, who will be reading extracts by famous writers writing about 

writing, and then we will be holding a Post Christmas Book Swap. Many 

of us will have received books for Christmas or recently read a good book. 

If you can bear to part with one of them, bring it along, recommend it to 

others, and swap it for another book recommended by someone else! 

If anyone is interested, we could then start up an on-line book club where 

we can share ideas for a good read, reviews books we have read, and have 

a 'book of the month' for us all to read. 

A full programme of events and workshops for the rest of the year will be 

announced at the first meeting, and publicised in the local magazines. This 

will also be available at the Trout Inn. Lechlade and the Lechlade Library. 

If you are interested in coming along to the Trout Inn on the 18th 

February,  or want more information about future meetings, please contact 

Jay Mathews on 01367 860869 / jaymathews124@mac.com  

The Lenthall Concerts  

Season 2016 -17, Burford School  

All concerts are at Burford School, on a Wednesday, starting at 7.30pm.  

Full details on www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk, / www.concert-diary.com / fb 

lenthall concerts.    

22
nd

 February 2017, Bristol Brass Consort 

Renaissance Dances ï Tielman Susato; Suite from Carmen ï Bizet arr. 

Harvey; A Londoner in New York ï Jim Parker 

22
nd

 March 2017, Wells Cathedral School Orchestra 

Serenade for Strings ï Tchaikovsky; Chamber Symphony ï Shostakovich 

1 Tom Poster and the Carducci Quartet 

 

mailto:jaymathews124@mac.com
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Kelmscot t  Allotment Society  

Start the New Year with a resolution to grow your own food.  You don't 

have to be an expert gardener, you just need a little time and commitment.  

We have two plots available to people living in Kelmscott or adjoining 

villages.  

If you are interested please phone Sue 01367 252712. email 

sue@ploughview.co.uk 

Waste Charging by WODC  

From April we will be charging £30 per bin, per year, for our fortnightly 

garden waste collections and residents need to register for this service.   

We’ll be writing to all households soon with more details and to encourage 

people to sign up before 3 March - this would enable them to receive the 

maximum number of collections for the annual charge.   

A press release will be sent out at the beginning of February and further 

information will also be included on our website.   

If you need any further information in the meantime, please see our 

webpage www.westoxon.gov.uk 

Sara Long τ Communications Officer τ West Oxfordshire District Council 

FOCUS ON HELPING OTHERS  

The following articles are submitted by local Charity groups 

Carers concern over proposed changes to Council support.  

At a meeting to discuss Oxfordshire County Council’s 

“Daytime Support” consultation proposals, members of 

Oxfordshire Carers’ Voice Panel expressed concern 

about the future of services which provide vital respite 

support to enable them to continue caring.    

There are 61,000 unpaid carers in Oxfordshire, providing care often at a real cost 

to their own health and wellbeing.   

Judith Wardle, who chaired the meeting, said, “Carers at the meeting were 

bewildered and angry that they simply had not been given enough information to 

make a choice between the two Options offered for a redesigned service.  They 

had access to figures but no breakdown showing what the money might be spent 

mailto:sue@ploughview.co.uk
mailto:sue@ploughview.co.uk
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on, other than transport cost. Carers could not envisage what the changes will 

look like and what impact there will be on them.ò    

Carers at the meeting were in complete agreement that some users of daytime 

support would welcome more flexible options than currently available, but they 

are sceptical about assurances that sufficient advocacy support will be available 

for individual users to be supported to make imaginative choices: many have had 

negative experiences of social workers or advocates not being available when 

needed.    

Carers  understand that the changes are being driven by cuts in central 

government funding for social care announced last year, an issue that was not 

addressed in the recent Autumn Statement. Carers are angry about this because 

they end up carrying an extra burden.  

Dr Wardle added:”The timetable for making these changes is very tight indeed, 

driven by financial imperatives, leaving no scope for testing out what will work in 

Oxfordshire.   

Without examples of how services might work for individuals, carers have no idea 

whether the options are feasible and whether the budget figures are credible. 

Carers are particularly anxious to see evidence that the proposals will work for 

everyone, whether older people, people with dementia, people with challenging 

behaviour, people with learning and/or physical disabilities etc.ò    

“There is also concern about lack of joined up thinking: changes in social care 

provision will have an impact on NHS services which are already stretched to 

breaking point.ò   

Quote from a carer:  

“We have personal experience of the stress that was caused to the clients when 

one of my daughterôs day services permanently closed its doors last December.   

They were devastated at the closure and to lose friends they had known for 20 

years.   A few of them have had the opportunity to remain together via the day 

service provision they now attend on a Friday.   In our case my daughter only 

attended the old service on 1.5 days of the week and still says how much she 

misses it, but those that were there 4 or 5 days were particularly stressed, and 

certainly in one case I know about the replacement day services are not nearly as 

good and took several months to organise.”     

Paper Editor’s notes:  

 who meet regularly to discuss issues 

affecting carers across health and social care.  
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-designed 

‘(1)Daytime Support’ Services – services such as Day Centres, Health and Wellbeing 

Centres, Lunch Clubs, which provide activities and friendship for older people and people 

with disabilities and respite for carers.  

on the proposals will be made on 14 February 2017 at a Full Council meeting.  

relatives and friends and this number is rising. The UK’s health and care system is heavily 

dependent on the support they provide which is worth a staggering £132 billion (2) a year.  

 

when the right practical support from employers, from the NHS and social care services 

and from the social security system is not in place to support them. (4) 

 

d night’s sleep while nearly 

half (47%) struggle to maintain a balanced diet (5). 

caring (6).   

ying they feel 

more stressed, 78% saying they feel more anxious, and 55% reporting that they have 

suffered from depression as a result of their caring role (7).  

concerned about the impact of caring on their health over the next year (8).   

(1) https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/daytimesupport  

(2) Carers UK, University of Sheffield, University of Leeds (2015) Valuing Carers – the 

rising value of carers’ support  

(3) Census 2011   

(4)-(8) Carers UK State of Caring, 2015  

 

No One Should Have No One ï at Christmas, and 
beyond  

Age UK Oxfordshire firmly believes that everybody 

should have somebody. Staggeringly, as many as 13,000 

people in Oxfordshire can go a month without speaking to anybody. Take a 

moment to let these numbers sink in.  

It is shocking that the effect of loneliness and isolation on mortality is comparable 

to the impact of well-known risk factors such as obesity, and has a similar 

influence as cigarette smoking (Holt-Lunstad, 2010).  
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But – loneliness is preventable. This year Age UK has launched a national 

initiative called No One should have No One and firmly believes that everybody 

should have somebody. Locally, Age UK Oxfordshire is teaming up with 

Oxfordshire County Council Fire & Rescue to help raise awareness of the silent 

and often unnoticed danger that is loneliness. Oxfordshire County Council Fire & 

Rescue will be distributing 1,000 goodie bags filled with useful items and 

information to older vulnerable people that they come into contact with. One way 

that Age UK Oxfordshire works to combat loneliness is through their Phone 

Friends service.   

Phone Friends, Age UK Oxfordshire’s unfunded telephone befriending service, 

make approximately 500 calls to older people each week. Currently over 230 of 

the most lonely and isolated people in Oxfordshire are receiving at least one call a 

week from one of our 37 caring, friendly, committed Phone Friends volunteers. 

This included 382 evening calls and 234 weekend calls made by volunteers from 

their homes last year.  

Our Phone Friends are some of the loneliest and isolated people in society, 

homebound or even bed-bound, unable to take advantage of other services such as 

lunch clubs or activities and often feeling forgotten and overlooked as a result.  

It is vital that this service, the Information and Advice line and other Age UK 

Oxfordshire services receive funds in order to continue. As you can imagine, at 

this time of year, that one phone call from a phone friend can be a lifeline.   

Mick Dillon, Age UK Oxfordshire’s new Chief Executive, is passionate about 

combating loneliness. Mick said: “It is tragic that loneliness is so prevalent today 

and having such a negative impact on so many people. We should all make a 

point of looking out for all our neighbours.”   

Chris Barber, Station Manager for Oxfordshire County Council Fire & Rescue 

Service, said: “Christmas and the New Year can be lonely times of the year. Over 

the festive period please take a moment to check on elderly relatives, friends or 

neighbours and make sure they are safe and well. Age UK Oxfordshire are one of 

the partners we are working with to raise awareness of the support and services 

available to the residents of Oxfordshire, helping them stay safe and well at 

home”.  

If you would like to help combat loneliness you can do so by visiting 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/ageukoxfordshire/noone or by 

texting AUKO33 £10 (or an amount of your choice) to 70070.   

Paper Editor’s notes  

About Age UK Oxfordshire  

https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/ageukoxfordshire/noone
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Age UK Oxfordshire is an independent local charity dedicated to giving older people in 

Oxfordshire comfort, support and opportunities to have a life.   

We provide free local information, advice and support; commercial products and services; 

and research and campaign on the issues that matter to people in later life. We work with 

our national partner, Age UK, and our local Age UK partners in England.  Our work 

focuses on five key areas: money matters, health and well being, home and care, work and 

training and leisure and lifestyle.  

You can find further information on all our services and volunteering opportunities by 

telephoning 0345 450 1276 or by visiting our website: www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire   

Age UK Oxfordshire is a charitable company limited by guarantee (registered charity 

number 1091529 and company number 4328143). For all media enquiries please contact 

Vibeke Kristensen-White on 01235 849409 or 07827 235405 or email 

media@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk.   

The Big Knit!  

Happy new Year, ï Do you 
knit? Or do you know 
someone who does?  

You could help Age UK Oxfordshire raise vital funds for 

our Information and Advice Helpline. Every year we take 

part in ‘The Big Knit’ which is a partnership between 

Age UK and Innocent Drinks. We ask people to knit little 

hats to go on top of smoothie bottles and for every hat we 

send to Innocent Drinks, 25p is donated to Age UK 

Oxfordshire. 

This year we have a target of 28,000 hats to reach by summer 2017 and we really 

need your help to spread the word far and wide: we need your little knitted hats! 

If you knit, you could visit our website to take a look at some of our knitting 

patterns and get inspired!  http://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/news--

campaigns/the-big-knit/  

If you don’t knit, we challenge you to spread the word! You could do this by 

telling family and friends, or forward this email to someone you think could help 

us. Whichever way you choose to help will be much appreciated. 

Best wishes, Generation Games 

“Our helpline supports over 3,000 people each year, giving them advice on a wide 

range of topics affecting older people and also linking them in to essential local 

services. As an organisation we have such close links to local services across 

Oxfordshire that we can assist in ways that national helplines can’t.” Rachel 

Boland, Head of Information and Advice at Age UK Oxfordshire said.  

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/news--campaigns/the-big-knit/
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/news--campaigns/the-big-knit/
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To spread the word near and far that their Helpline needs your knitting needles to 

be active, Age UK Oxfordshire did the mannequin challenge. The mannequin 

challenge is a viral internet video trend whereby participants freeze in motion, 

like mannequins, whilst a camera films the scene. Staff and volunteers at the 

charity froze in frenzied motion of knitting and counting little woollen hats. The 

comedian, Bill Oddie, gave the charity permission to use his ‘Knitting Song’ in 

the video. The video can be viewed on their website: 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/news--campaigns/the-big-knit/  

Money from the tax man!  

A news item spotted on the BBC raised interest ~ does it apply to you?   

Tens of thousands of grandparents are missing out on National Insurance 

(NI) credits which could be worth more than £230 a year when they retire, a 

former pensions minister has said. 

Sir Steve Webb, director of policy at Royal London, wants the government to 

encourage more people to claim them. 

Mothers who give up work are given NI credits while their children are under 12, 

to help them get a state pension.  If they return to work, relatives can claim the 

credits instead.  To qualify for the so-called grandparents' credit, such relatives 

need to be of working age, while caring for the child in question. 

In the year to the end of September 2016, only about 1,300 people claimed the 

credits, according to a response to a Freedom of Information request. 

However, Sir Steve said that as many as 100,000 relatives could get them, if only 

they were made aware.  "The scheme is not much use if hardly anyone takes it 

up," he said.  "The government needs to act quickly to alert mothers to the fact 

that they can sign over the National Insurance credits that they do not need." 

Any close relative can apply for the National Insurance credits, but it's most likely 

to be a grandparent, as long as they're under pension age.  Each year of caring for 

a child under 12, qualifies them for an extra £231 of annual pension.  Which is 

valuable if they don't have a full National insurance record and aren't earning 

enough to pay National Insurance anyway.  

If families think they've missed out, they can make backdated claims for all the 

years back to 2011. 
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A grandparent or other relative who takes part in the scheme for a full year is able 

to claim an extra 1/35th of the state pension.  That is worth £231 a year, or about 

£4,600 over a 20-year retirement.  

In response, the government said that as many as 5,000 people in total had 

benefited from the scheme – officially known as Specified Adult Childcare credits 

– since it started in 2011. 

"These credits are available to people in a small number of specific 

circumstances" said a spokesperson for the Department for Work and Pensions 

(DWP).  "As with all credits, details of the Specified Adult Childcare credits are 

well publicised on GOV.UK and are promoted through a number of consumer 

websites." 

Those who have missed out on the scheme can make back-dated claims.  See link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/237239/spe

cified-adult-childcare-credits.pdf 

LIFESTYLE SECTION  

What a re we having for dinner?   Chestnut Ice Cream  

I know, it being the January/February healthy eating regime, that I should 

be giving you a sugar-free, calorie-free yet delicious recipe.  The trouble is, 

I am less than inspired by the healthy eating stuff I have come across.  The 

most interesting ones require ingredients that cannot easily be found round 

here, and the rest are just … dull.  As you can tell, the New Year diet 

hasn’t really got going in the Galione household.   

So, as we all need to cheer ourselves up from time to time and you may 

well need to entertain in some way, despite the post-Christmas tightening 

of belts, here is an easy peasy, no-churn ice cream from Nigella that is 

perfect after a winter-appropriate main course.   

I simply adore chestnuts, both in sweet and savoury dishes.  I always have 

Crème de Marrons (in those pretty little tins) in the pantry, especially 

around Christmas so am half way to a pudding already.  They are the 

perfect, long-lasting store cupboard mainstay.   

This ice cream is delicious as it is, but if you have any marrons glacés left 

over after Christmas they would be perfect chopped up and sprinkled over 

the top.  A hot chocolate sauce works too, but you really don’t need to over 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/237239/specified-adult-childcare-credits.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/237239/specified-adult-childcare-credits.pdf
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egg this particular pudding.  It is divine, and we need a bit of cheering up 

to get us through February so no need to feel guilty.   

Ingredients 

250g sweetened chestnut purée  300ml double cream 

2 tablespoons dark rum 50g icing sugar 

2 x 500ml airtight containers for freezing 

Method 

Mix the chestnut purée and the rum together until smooth. In a large bowl, 

whip the cream and icing sugar together until it forms soft peaks.  Pour the 

chestnut mixture into the cream and fold to combine.  Pour the mixture into 

the containers and freeze for 12 hours or overnight.  Serve straight from the 

freezer.   

Nature notes  

AUSTRALIA  

Here I am safely back home after an amazing trip and so ...... 

Having left home at 3.15 pm on the afternoon of 20th October, arrived at 

Changi Airport, Singapore at 6.10 pm on the 21st (7 hours ahead of us) and 

then arriving in Cairns at 10.25am on the morning of the 22nd (which was 

9 hours ahead of us) I felt very disorientated time wise but I suffered no jet 

lag on the way out or on my return, very strange.  We were met by friend 

Bob who picked us up in a car and took us to our hotel where we booked in 

and after an hour or so strolled down to the sea front to do some birding in 

a beautiful temperature of mid-twenties and blue sky.   

The first bird we saw was the wonderfully named Willie Wagtail, a little 

like our Pied Wagtail, black and white but with a long tail and follows you 

around all the time in the hope that you disturb some insects it can eat, a 

very common bird in Australia.  We spent quite a lazy day clocking up a 

lot of new species of birds to us, then after dinner retired to bed for an 

early night in preparation for our official start, early the next morning. 

23rd  October 

Our group of ten met up in the hotel foyer at 6.30 am for the official start 

of our tour and we were met by Barry Davis, our guide and driver for the 

next two weeks.  
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As we made our way on foot to the esplanade the first bird we saw, in this 

"Land of the Parrots" was the very noisy and very colourful and aptly 

named Rainbow Lorikeet, bright red, yellow, blue and green, a stunning 

bird that we were to see many more of on our trip.   

We arrived minutes later at the sea-front after watching White-rumped 

Swiftlets, White-breasted Woodswallows, Pied Imperial Pigeon and the 

tiny and beautifully marked Peaceful Dove along the way.  The tide was 

half way out and the exposed mud-flats had hundreds of waders feeding on 

them.  The giant Eastern Curlew (the female is the world's largest wader in 

body length and bill size) towered above the diminutive Red-necked Stint 

and there were, Pacific Golden Plovers, Godwits, Sandpipers, Tattlers and 

large Australian Pelicans to name but a few.  An Osprey flew over us 

carrying a large fish in its talons and landed on a chimney of the nearby 

Holiday Inn where it proceeded to feast on it over the next hour or so.   

The bushes in the parkland immediately beyond the beach were alive with 

bird calls and movement, we found Yellow and Varied Honeyeaters and 

the beautiful male Olive-backed Sunbird with its long  slender, curved 

black bill catching the sun.   

Moving on to the mangrove swamp we found  a pair of exquisite tiny 

Double-eyed Fig Parrots at their hole nesting site in a tree branch 

(Australia's smallest parrot), a Large-billed Gerygone was visiting its 

penduline nest and we logged a Collared Kingfisher.  There were many 

others (brain overload!) and we walked back into Cairns for breakfast at 

our hotel. 

We reconvened at 10 am when we boarded our bus and drove north to 

Redden Island at Machans Beach.  It was hot and sunny with a cooling 

breeze coming in off the sea.  It wasn't long before we found our target 

bird, two Beach Stone Curlews were sighted across a river mouth.  We saw 

hundreds of waders, Black Kite, Whimbrel and various Egrets before we 

moved on.   

The Catana Wetlands Nature Reserve consisted of a series of pools, 

surrounding scrub, woodland and mangrove swamp.   It was here that we 

found a Little Bronze Cuckoo followed by Comb-crested Jacana and 

Varied Triller.  After a long walk we decided to head off the Reserve along 

a back track which took us through some scrubland with small open pools.   
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It was there that we found the delightful Red-backed Fairy Wren, a Black-

banded Dotterel and a couple of superb Sharp-tailed Sandpipers.  Back in 

Cairns we had lunch at a small restaurant in the suburbs and for the last 

couple of hours we visited the Centenary Lakes and a large cemetery.   

At the lakes we enjoyed watching a Mistletoe Bird visiting its nest which 

was a hanging ball of spider's webs woven into the most beautiful nest we 

had ever seen.  Some of the group had previously found a Papuan 

Frogmouth sitting on its nest high up in a tree fork, on the edge of the 

largest lake.  It took a while to relocate it but when we did we were all 

amazed by the cryptic camouflage of this strange bird's plumage, 

occasionally opening one large eye just a little to look down at us.  During 

the remainder of the walk we added Brahminy Kite and not much else. 

Our final hour was spent walking through the cemetery where good 

numbers of birds were seen, in particular we saw a dozen or so Bush Stone 

Curlews, also lots of Rainbow Bee Eaters, Rainbow Lorikeets and Sulphur 

Crested Cockatoo.  We jumped back on the bus after watching Black-faced 

Cuckoo-shrike near the exit gate, our last bird of the day.  We drove back 

to our hotel and dispersed for a well-earned break before dinner at 7 pm. 

Back in the UK 

The weather back here over the last week or so has seen the temperature 

fluctuate from several degrees below freezing to rather mild double 

figures.  I have had two male and two female Bullfinches visiting my 

feeders regularly plus a family party of Long-tailed Tits and for the last 

couple of weeks a Blue Rock Thrush has been showing well on some roof 

tops in Stow-on-the- Wold and attracting several hundred bird watchers.  I 

am pleased to say they have been donating to the worthy cause of Kate's 

Carers, long may it last!  There have also been good sightings around the 

area of Waxwings that have been driven to our milder climate from a cold 

blast in Eastern Europe. 

David Roberts ï jean.roberts2@btinternet.com  
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BARGAIN CORNER  

There is no charge to advertise in this space but 

this must be for yourself, a charity or your 

church. 

No trade adverts. 

Send details, by email or post, to Gill Cox 

(contact details inside the back page) before 

the 10
th
 of each month. 

 

FOR SALE - 2 x white gloss painted internal doors ( 6'6" x 2'6") with 15 

toughened bevelled glass panels - £30 01993 822677  email  

ibooth4073@btinternet.com 

FOR SALE  - Child's muti activity ride on/walking train with storage box, 

manual clock, songs with musical alphabet etc. Suitable for 18 months +. 

Good as new £10. 01993 822677  email  ibooth4073@btinternet.com 

Am Dram? 2 ‘shoulder’ furs and some wonderful size 6? shoes, brocade and 

leather from the 1940’s. If anyone would like them please contact Liz Welch - 

01993 841731. E: lwelch.garden@gmail.com 

CALENDAR  

Send your event details to Gill Cox (contact 

details inside back cover) by 10 th  of each 

month for events taking place during the 

following month.   

January  

28th  Alvescot -The Great British Fun Quiz 7.30pm.Tickets  Jayne 

Lewin (01993  842 435) or Tessa Farley (01993 841357).  
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February  

18th   "Books and Stuff" 7.30  Trout Inn, Lechlade. Launch of book 

and writing evenings . Further information Jay Mathews 01367 

860869 jaymathews124@mac.com  

Weekly  

Monday  

Bradwell Babes, 9.15-11.45 ð Bradwell Village Hall -  (term time only)   

Felicity Bradley 01993 824834  

Over 50õs Pilates 9.00-10.00 am Bradwell Village Hall  

Debbie Cameron 01993 822582  

Yoga Therapy Class   11.45-13.00 Bradwell Village Hall -   

Nikki Jackson  nikki@yogafocus.co.uk or tel: 07816786656   

Beginners  Scottish country dancing, Bampton Village H all 3pm-5 pm.   

Info  Catherine Lane  01993 845043  

Yogo (Spring) 7 to 8.30pm   Langford Village Hall.   

Info  anne@yogaspring.co.uk 

Tuesday   

Anyone interested in Bell ringing  - Langford Bell ringers meet at 7pm  

Burford Blades ð Fencing Club Bradwell Village Hall 19.00 -21.30 (term 

time only)  

Info Keith Money 0 7909 656161  

Upholstery classes in Filkins hall Tuesday evenings term time. All 

abilitie s welcome.  

Info  Linda Moore linda_tara@yahoo.com or 07768286235.  

Big Bold & Balance Bradwell Village Hall,11 -12noon. Aimed at people 

with Parkinsons, although all are welcome.  Provides strength, 

flexibility,  balance and confidenc e.  Free to partners or carers.   

Cost £4.00.  First  session free.   

Sarah Wheatley 01235 849403  

mailto:jaymathews124@mac.com
mailto:nikki@yogafocus.co.uk
mailto:anne@yogaspring.co.uk
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Chairbased Exercise to music. Carterton W.I.Hall . Tuesdays 10.30 to 

11.30am £4 per lesson.  First  session free!  

Contact Vivien Godfrey 01367 860498  

Wednesdays  

Filkins - Low Impact Aerobics 9.30 to 10.30 details 01235 849403 , 

www.generationgame.org.uk 

Yogo  (Spring)   8 to  9.15 am, Langford Village Hall.  

Info  anne@yogaspring.co.uk   

Yoga   (Spring)   7 to 8.30   pm Langford Village Hall.  

Info  anne@yogaspring.co.uk    

Art Classes 9.00am  to 12.00 , Langford Village Hall   -   

Contact Michelle -  07917 361296  

Ballroom & Latin dance classes by Thames School of Dancing. Please 

note new venues!  

Filkins Village Hall GL7 3JJ:  ôIntermediateõ 7.00-8.00pm, 

ôImproversõ 8.00-9.00pm. But no  class on th e third Wednesday 

of the month  

Contact Simon Paul 01367 253633.  

Lechlade Pavilion GL7 3AY : ôBeginnersõ 8.00-9.00pm.  

Contact Joanne Edwards 01793 325341.  

Thursday   

Chess at The Vines, Black Bourton 6.45pm  

Coffee mornings, cakes etc for sale  Carterton WI hall.  

Hatha Yoga Classes Bradwell Village Hall 11.30-13.00 (t erm time only)  

Denyse Ritz 07714 261227  

 Bridge Club Bradwell Village Hall 13.30 -16.30  

Kath Hadigan 01993 822712  

JuJitsu, Bradwell Village Hall 7 -9pm.  

Dave Hussell 07938 633539  

Friday  

mailto:anne@yogaspring.co.uk
mailto:anne@yogaspring.co.uk
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Squire Foxõs Coffee Lounge 10.30-12.30 Bradwell Village Hall . 

Info Margaret 01993 822677  

Yoga   (Spri ng)  9am  to 10.45   am   Langford Village Hall.  

Info   anne@yogaspring.co.uk 

Pilates, Kencot Village Hall 10am to 11am £5 a session.  

Info Jay Mathews 01367 860869  

Monthly  

2nd & 4 th  Monday Burford Craft ers, Bradwell Village Hall 13.15 ð 15.15   

Jill McBride 01993 822844  

1st Friday   -  Coffee Mornin g 10.30am -12, Filkins Village Hall 

opportunity to get  to know fellow villagers  & friends from 

surrounding villages. All Welcome . 

1st & 3rd Thursday  ukulele group  Kencot Village Hall 7.30p.m. to 

9.00p.m. £2  

Contact 01367 860869 or 860030  hilary@burytown15.co.uk  or  

jaymathews124@mac.com 

1st & 3rd Sunday Swinford Museum, Filkins. 2pm to 5pm.  

1st Satu rday  Langford Village Social 10am to 12am - Village Hall  

 

mailto:anne@yogaspring.co.uk
x-apple-data-detectors://4/
mailto:hilary@burytown15.co.uk
mailto:jaymathews124@mac.com

